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STATE  OF  MONTANA 


April  18,  1988 


HELENA,  MONTANA  S9620 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Clark  Fork  Valley  Auto  Wrecking 


John  W.  Kuhnke , Box  536,  Thompson  Falls,  MT  59873 

Sally  Barnes.  Box  368,  Thompson  Falls 

Fred  Mensik,  Box  1431,  Thompson  Falls 

James  Doyle,  Box  565,  Thompson  Falls 

Everet  McKenzie,  Box  371,  Thompson  Falls 

Thomas  Hamilton,  Box  1404,  Thompson  Falls 

Tom  Woodward,  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Box  519,  Thompson  Falls 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  County  Courthouse,  Thompson  Falls 

Jeanette  Gregg,  Box  144,  Poison,  MT  59860 

Donna  Jean  Rolf son,  Box  1161,  Poison 

A.H.  Bedore,  Box  526,  Big  Arm,  MT  59910 

First  National  Bank  of  Plains,  Box  788,  Plains,  MT  59859 

Georgia  Stokes,  1930  5th  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Conrad  Peterson,  Box  38,  Noxon,  MT  59853 

Wily  Baker,  2020  Duncan  Drive,  Missoula,  MT  59802 

Constantino  Uli,  Box  1265,  Fontana,  CA  92335 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Documents  Section,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  John  W. 
Kuhnke/dba/Clark  Fork  Valley  Auto  Wrecking. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely, 

John  Geach  ’ 

Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Telephone  (406)  444-2821 


JG/ba 
Ends . 


■AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  Or  Application  Clark  Fork  Valley  Auto  Wrecking 

Description  Of  Project Mr.  John  W,  Kuhnke  has  made  application  to  this  Department  to 

§.§.f ablish and  license  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  in  section  14,  T21N. 

approximately  3 miles  east  of  Thompson  Falls  adjacent  to  Highway  200  (see 

attached  map)  . This  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  being  conducted  in 

coniunctipn  with_the  Departments  review  of  this  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 

license  application. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 
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Other  groups,  or  agencies  contacted  or 

Which  may  have  Overlapping  jurisdiction  Sanders  County  Planning  Office 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  John  Kuhnke,  Sanders  County  Health 
~ Department  

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  not  necessary 
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Clark  Fork  Valley  Auto  Wrecking  PER 
General  Comments 


General 


Mr.  John  E.  Kuhnke  wishes  to  establish  and  operate  a motor  vehicle 
recycling  and  wrecking  facility  on  a 10  acre  parcel  located  in  section 
14,  T21N,  R29W,  approximately  3 miles  east  of  Thompson  Falls. 

The  applicant  proposes  to  erect  an  eight  foot  high  wooden  fence, 
constructed  of  1x12  lumber  with  1 inch  spacing  between  each  board,  along 
the  front  of  the  yard  adjacent  to  Highway  200.  A proposed  7 foot  high 
wooden  fence,  constructed  with  1x10  lumber  with  1 inch  spacing,  will  be 
erected  along  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  yard.  A 6 foot  high  fence 
of  1x8  lumber  with  1 inch  spacing  will  be  constructed  across  the  back  or 
southern  side  of  the  yard. 

The  applicant  will  have  an  entrance  along  the  front  of  the  yard 
which  will  also  be  shielded  using  wooden  boards.  The  applicant  plans  on 
allowing  the  wooden  fence  to  dry  the  first  year  and  then  paint  it  a shade 
of  light  green. 

A shop  will  be  built  within  the  fenced  storage  yard  for  retail  sale 
and  parts  inventory  storage.  A concrete  pad  will  be  installed  next  to 
the  shop.  This  area  will  be  used  for  dismantling  and  cleaning  of  vehicle 
parts. 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

3.  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture 

The  soils  in  this  location  consist  of  several  feet  of  a silty  loam 
top  soil  over  course  gravels  and  cobbles.  The  depth  of  these  well 
drained  gravels  is  estimated  at  approximately  900  feet.  Beneath  these 
gravels  is  an  impermeable  layer  of  heavy  clays.  Due  to  the  consistency 
and  depth  of  these  gravels,  domestic  water  wells  are  difficult  to  econom- 
ically establish  in  this  area.  The  majority  of  the  domestic  water 
supplies  in  the  general  vicinity  are  cisterns. 

A home  south  of  the  proposed  wrecking  facility  obtains  its  water 
from  a spring  north  of  highway  200.  A plastic  pipe  installed  about  six 
feet  below  ground  level  is  used  to  pipe  this  spring  water  to  this  home. 
This  water  supply  line  bisects  the  proposed  wrecking  facility. 

The  improper  disposal  of  motor  vehicle  coolants  and  lubricating  oils 
can  contaminate  surface  and  groundwater  supplies.  The  applicant  proposes 
to  drain  antifreeze  and  lubricating  oils  on  the  concrete  pad  next  to  the 
shop.  These  fluids  will  be  placed  in  drums.  The  lubricating  oils  will 
be  collected  by  a used  oil  recycler  and  the  antifreeze  will  be  disposed 
of  as  a solid  waste  at  a licensed  sanitary  landfill. 


Incidental  dripping  of  automotive  fluids  may  occur  from  vehicles 
stored  within  the  wrecking  yard.  The  quantity  of  this  dripping  is  not 
expected  to  be  significant  and  should  not  pose  a threat  to  the  water 
supply  line  beneath  the  site  or  to  surface  water  run-off. 

A low  depression  runs  east  and  west  through  the  center  of  the  10 
acre  site.  The  topography  of  the  remainder  of  this  location  is  gently 
sloping  to  the  south.  No  major  surface  water  flow  patterns  were  apparent 
in  either  the  depression  area  or  to  the  south  of  the  proposed  site. 

The  potential  adverse  impact  to  ground  and  surface  waters  from  the 
establishment  of  this  wrecking  facility  is  considered  low  due  to  the 
proposed  method  of  operation  and  the  area's  topography. 


4 . Vegetation  cover,  quantity  and  quality 

The  site  of  this  proposed  facility  currently  contains  native  grasses 
and  ground  cover.  Some  of  this  vegetation  will  be  disturbed  and  lost  due 
to  building  construction,  internal  roadways  and  vehicle  storage.  The 
amount  of  vegetation  loss  is  not  expected  to  effect  air  or  surface 
run-off  due  to  soil  erosion.  The  minor  loss  of  ground  cover  should  also 
not  effect  the  area's  ecosystem. 


5.  Aesthetics 


The  area  surrounding  this  proposed  wrecking  facility  contains  a 
majority  of  undeveloped  property.  Several  residents  are  located  within 
approximately  one  half  mile  of  this  site.  One  of  these  residents  is 
located  in  a subdivision  plated  directly  across  highway  200  and  several 
additional  residents  are  to  the  south,  beneath  a ridge  from  the  proposed 
site.  Directly  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  proposed  facility  are  indus- 
trial businesses  including  a bulk  propane  distributor  and  a small  saw 
mill/post  and  pole  operation. 

The  Montana  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  Act  (75-10-501  MCA) 
and  its  corresponding  Administrative  Rules  (16.14.201  MCA)  require  junk 
vehicle  stored  at  licensed  wrecking  facilities  to  be  screened  from  public 
view.  A junk  vehicle  is  defined  as  one  which  is  wrecked  or  dismantled, 
unlicensed  and  inoperative.  Public  view  is  defined  as  a point  six  feet 
above  the  center  of  any  public  roadway. 

The  fence  the  applicant  proposes  to  erect  meets  and  exceeds  the 
minimum  required  density  requirements  for  shielding  and  should  effective- 
ly shield  the  wrecking  facility  from  public  view  as  defined. 

Any  man  made  structure  will  alter  the  natural  aesthetics  of  any 
given  area.  The  fencing  material  proposed,  dimensional  lumber,  and  the 
applicant's  plans  to  paint  the  fence  a light  green  should  diminish  the 
visual  impact  of  this  wrecking  facility. 

The  controlled  development  of  an  area  is  the  function  of  local 
planning  and  zoning  activities.  The  location  of  this  proposed  motor 


vehicle  wrecking  facility  does  not  conflict  with  any  zoning  ordinances 
currently  in  effect. 


9 .  Historical  and  archaeological  sites 

No  historical  or  archaeological  sites  are  believed  to  be  located 
within  the  area  of  this  proposed  facility.  However,  the  Montana  Histor- 
ical Society  is  currently  conducting  a records  search  for  any  recorded 
historical  or  archaeological  sites  which  may  be  impacted  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  facility.  This  records  search  will  be  complete  and  the 
results  reviewed  prior  to  the  department's  licensing  decision. 


Potential  Impact  of  Human  Environment 


3 . Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 

8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  development  of  this  facility  will  result  in  the  establishment  of 
a small  business.  The  employment  requirements  for  this  business  may  be 
limited  to  several  employees.  However,  this  employment  and  the  employ- 
ment requirements  for  the  support  services  this  business  will  utilize, 
will  provide  a positive  employment  impact  for  the  community. 

The  establishment  of  a new  business  will  increase  the  overall 
payroll  of  the  community  and  provide  increased  local  and  state  tax  bases. 


10.  Demands  for  governmental  services 

The  issuance  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  license  will 
require  administrative  and  inspection  services  of  the  County  and  State 
Health  Departments. 


1 1 .  Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

The  establishment  of  the  motor  vehicle  recycling  and  wrecking 
facility  will  provide  a commercial  source  of  used  automotive  parts.  The 
reconditioning  and  reuse  of  parts  provides  a cost  savings  to  the  consumer 
and  conserves  energy  and  natural  resources.  Parts  which  can  not  be 
reconditioned  or  reused  will  be  crushed  and  shipped  to  a secondary  metals 
market  for  recycling. 


13 . Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  location  of  this  proposed  wrecking  facility  complies  with 
existing  local  planning  and  zoning  requirements  as  certified  by  the 
Sanders  County  Planning  Department. 


14.  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 


The  establishment  of  this  business  may  slightly  increase  the  traffic 
flow  on  Highway  200  leading  to  the  facility.  This  increased  traffic  flow 
is  not  anticipated  to  be  significant. 


